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AAfftteerr eexxaammiinniinngg aann iimmmmeennssee ttrroovvee 
ooff  ddaattaa,, iinncclluuddiinngg aarrttiicclleess,, iinnaauugguurraall 
ssppeeeecchheess,, bbiiooggrraapphhiiccaall rreeppoorrttss,, 
hhiissttoorriiccaall rreeccoorrddss,, aauuttoobbiiooggrraapphhiieess,, 
aanndd aallmmaannaaccss,, OOlluuwwaasseeuunn OOyyeenniirraann 
eexxpplloorreess hhooww aannyyoonnee ccaann bbeeccoommee 
eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy iinn lliiffee..

WWiitthh mmaannyy ffeeeelliinngg tthhaatt tthheeiirr lliiffee 
llaacckkss ppuurrppoossee aanndd ppaassssiioonn,, tthhiiss iiss aa 
ccrriittiiccaall bbooookk aatt aa ccrriittiiccaall ttiimmee.. LLeeaarrnn 
hhooww ttoo::

**ccrreeaattee aa vviissiioonn tthhaatt pprrooppeellss yyoouu 
ffoorrwwaarrdd dduurriinngg cchhaalllleennggiinngg ttiimmeess;;
**ooppeerraattee wwiitthh aa bbiigg--ppiiccttuurree mmiinnddsseett 
tthhaatt iinnffoorrmmss ddaaiillyy hhaabbiittss;;
**ttrriiuummpphh ddeessppiittee nnaayyssaayyeerrss aanndd 
nneeggaattiivvee eexxtteerrnnaall ffoorrcceess..

TThhee aauutthhoorr hhiigghhlliigghhttss eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy 
iinnddiivviidduuaallss ffrroomm tthhrroouugghhoouutt hhiissttoorryy 
tthhaatt hhaadd aa vviissiioonn tthhaatt ppuusshheedd tthheemm 
ffoorrwwaarrdd.. HHee wwaallkkss yyoouu tthhrroouugghh hhooww 
ttoo ddeeffiinnee yyoouurr vviissiioonn,, hhooww hhaavviinngg aa 
vviissiioonn ccaann ssiimmpplliiffyy lliiffee,, aanndd tthhee 
bbeenneeffiittss ooff  ddrreeaammiinngg bbiigg..

IItt ddooeessnn''tt mmaatttteerr wwhheerree yyoouu ccaammee 
ffrroomm,, wwhheerree yyoouu wweenntt ttoo sscchhooooll,, oorr 
wwhhaatt yyoouu''vvee bbeeeenn ttoolldd iinn tthhee ppaasstt:: 
YYoouu ccaann ffiinndd ppuurrppoossee,, ppaassssiioonn,, aanndd 
bbeeccoommee ttrruullyy ggrreeaatt bbyy lleeaarrnniinngg tthhee 
lleessssoonnss iinn TThhee PPoowweerr ooff  VViissiioonn..

WWHHAATT DDOOEESS IITT TTAAKKEE 
TTOO BBEECCOOMMEE TTRRUULLYY 
EEXXTTRRAAOORRDDIINNAARRYY??
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TThhiiss bbooookk wwiillll nnoott oonnllyy mmaakkee yyoouu sseeee tthhee iinnvviissiibbllee,,

 iitt wwiillll ccaauussee yyoouu ttoo ddoo tthhee iimmppoossssiibbllee

PPRR IINNCCIIPPLLEESS AANNDD PPRRAACCTTIICCEESS TTOO
HHEELLPP YYOOUU  BBEECCOOMMEE EEXXTTRRAAOORRDDIINNAARRYY

OOLLUUWWAASSEEUUNN OOYYEENNIIRRAANN

""IInnssiigghhttffuull,, eennggaaggiinngg,, aanndd wweellll--ddeevveellooppeedd,, TThhee PPoowweerr ooff  VViissiioonn 
ooffffeerrss rreeaaddeerrss pprraaccttiiccaall aaddvviiccee ffoorr mmaakkiinngg tthheeiirr lliivveess aanndd wwoorrkk 
eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy.."" --WWeessttBBooww PPrreessss EEddiittoorriiaall 

""TThhiiss bbooookk ddooeess nnoott oonnllyy tteellll yyoouu wwhhaatt aa vviissiioonn iiss aanndd hhooww ttoo 
ffuullffiill iitt bbuutt iitt ccaarreeffuullllyy gguuiiddeess yyoouu tthhrroouugghh ffuullffiilllliinngg iitt.. IItt 
ccoommmmuunniiccaatteess hhiigghh--lleevveell ccoonncceeppttss iinn ddoowwnn--ttoo--eeaarrtthh tteerrmmss tthhaatt 
aannyyoonnee ccoouulldd ffoollllooww.."" --DDrr.. EEddeemm EErrnneesstt EEddiiffoorr,, MMaanncchheesstteerr 
MMeettrrooppoolliittaann UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, UUKK

""TThhiiss iiss aa bbooookk ttoo rreeaadd,, oowwnn,, aanndd sshhaarree wwiitthh eevveerryyoonnee iinn aanndd 
aarroouunndd oouurr nneettwwoorrkk.. II ddoonn''tt tthhiinnkk tthheerree''ss aannyyoonnee wwhhoo wwoouullddnn''tt 
bbeenneeffiitt ffrroomm rreeaaddiinngg tthhiiss bbooookk..”” --AAyyooddeejjii AAddeerriibbiiggbbee,, PPuurrdduuee 
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, UUSSAA

““YYoouu ccaannnnoott bbuutt rreeaadd TThhee PPoowweerr ooff  VViissiioonn.. IItt wwiillll ttaakkee yyoouu ffrroomm 
wwhheerree yyoouu aarree ttoo wwhheerree yyoouu oouugghhtt ttoo bbee.. IItt wwiillll ttaakkee yyoouu ffrroomm 
lliivviinngg aa mmeeddiiooccrree lliivvee ttoo lliivviinngg aann eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy lliiffee.. IItt wwiillll ccaauussee 
yyoouu ttoo jjoouurrnneeyy ffrroomm aa mmeeaanniinngglleessss eexxiisstteennccee ttoo aa lliiffee ooff  wwoorrtthh 
aanndd vvaalluuee.. TThhiiss bbooookk wwiillll ttrraannssffoorrmm yyoouurr lliiffee..”” --DDrr SSaammuueell 
EEkkuunnddaayyoo,, TThhee PPuurrppoossee PPrreeaacchheerr,, AAuucckkllaanndd,, NNeeww ZZeeaallaanndd

““TThheessee wwoorrddss ooff  wwiissddoomm cchhaalllleennggeess uuss ““nnoott ttoo ssuuccccuummbb ttoo 
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PPRRAAIISSEESS FFOORR

TTHHEE PPOOWWEERR OOFF VVIISSIIOONN

OOlluuwwaasseeuunn OOyyeenniirraann iiss aa ssttuuddeenntt 
aanndd tteeaacchheerr ooff  eenndduurriinngg ggrreeaattnneessss.. 
HHee iiss aann aauutthhoorr,, vviissiioonnaarryy,, 
rreesseeaarrcchheerr,, ddaattaa eenntthhuussiiaasstt,, aanndd 
ffoouunnddeerr ooff  OOyyEESS EEdduuccaattiioonn,, aa 
tteeaacchhiinngg aanndd lleeaarrnniinngg ppllaattffoorrmm ffoorr 
ffaacciilliittaattiinngg iinnddiivviidduuaall aanndd 
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall eeffffeeccttiivveenneessss.. IInn 22001100,, 
hhee wwoonn tthhee UUnniitteedd KKiinnggddoomm,, HHuullll 
UUnniivveerrssiittyy BBuussiinneessss SScchhooooll ““GGooiinngg 
GGlloobbaall”” AAwwaarrdd ffoorr hhiiss eessssaayy:: 
RReessppoonnssiibbllee LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp ffoorr aa 
CCoommpplleexx WWoorrlldd.. HHee iiss ccuurrrreennttllyy aa 
PPhh..DD.. sscchhoollaarr iinn lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp aatt 
RReeggeenntt UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, UUSSAA.. HHee iiss 
ppaassssiioonnaattee aabboouutt hheellppiinngg ppeeooppllee 
rreeaacchh tthheeiirr ffuullll ppootteennttiiaall.. HHee iiss oonn 
ssoocciiaall mmeeddiiaa @@sseeuunnooyyeenniirraann

PROOF



Content Type: Black & White
Paper Type: Creme
Page Count: 262
File type: Internal

THE POWER
OF

VISION

This book will not only make you see the invisible,

 it will cause you to do the impossible

OLUWASEUN OYENIRAN

PR INCIPLES AND PRACTICES TO
HELP YOU BECOME EXTRAORDINARY

What distinguishes 
ordinary individuals from 
the extraordinary ones is 
the quality and clarity of

their vision

,!7IB7H7-egacdf!:t;K;k;K;k
ISBN 978-1-7774602-3-5

PROOF



Content Type: Black & White
Paper Type: Creme
Page Count: 262
File type: Internal

THE POWER
OF

VISION

This book will not only make you see the invisible,

 it will cause you to do the impossible

OLUWASEUN OYENIRAN

PR INCIPLES AND PRACTICES TO
HELP YOU BECOME EXTRAORDINARY

What distinguishes 
ordinary individuals from 
the extraordinary ones is 
the quality and clarity of

their vision

,!7IB7H7-egacdf!:t;K;k;K;k
ISBN 978-1-7774602-3-5

PRO
O
F



 
 
 

 
PRAISE FOR 

THE POWER OF VISION 

"Insightful, engaging, and well-developed, The Power of Vision offers 
readers practical advice for making their lives and work 
extraordinary." -WestBow Press Editorial  
 
"This book does not only tell you what a vision is and how to fulfil it 
but it carefully guides you through fulfilling it. It communicates high-
level concepts in down-to-earth terms that anyone could follow."  
-Dr. Edem Ernest Edifor, Metropolitan University, UK 
 
“This is a well-written assessment of how to harness the power of 
vision to live an impactful, authentic life." -Joseph Petrie, Joseph Petrie 
Editorial Services 
 
"Using empirical evidence drawn from historic data to demonstrate 
how clearly, extraordinary human beings (including leaders and 
inventors) have impacted the world is another interesting feature in 
the book." -Mondiu Jaiyesimi, Senior Consultant and AML and 
Forensics Expert 
 
“The book provides motivation for readers to fulfill their God-given 
potential.” -Dr. Everod Edwards, Rural and Suburban Mail Carrier, 
Canada Post 
 
"This is a book to read, own, and share with everyone in and around 
our network. I don't think there's anyone who wouldn't benefit from 
reading this book.” -Ayodeji Aderibigbe, PhD Candidate, Purdue 
University, USA 

 
“You cannot but read The Power of Vision. It will take you from 

where you are to where you ought to be. It will take you from living a 
mediocre live to living an extraordinary life. It will cause you to 
journey from a meaningless existence to a life of worth and value. 
This book will transform your life.” -Dr Samuel Ekundayo, The 
Purpose Preacher, Auckland, New Zealand 
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“The writer of this book is on to something powerful. These words of 
wisdom challenges us “not to succumb to mediocrity, and that we are 
more than ordinary, because we are extraordinary being. Loving the 
fact also that this book not only speaks to the young, but it speaks to 
everyone. The Power of Vison encourages, inspires, raises one’s spirit 
and it is practical and realistic. It gets the attention that keeps you 
reading and wanting more. Thank you for this unselfish journey of 
revelation and hard work that will move people to achieve greatness. 
Thank you for the passion to see others move from ordinary to 
extraordinary.” - Janet Williams-Edwards, Revivaltime Tabernacle, 
Canada 
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To everyday people who recognize  
that seeds of greatness reside within them
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VIII 

PREFACE 

very single person on earth was born to be great. Each life was 
born to impact this world, with a unique purpose as distinct as 
each strand of DNA. Every individual, by design, was 

furnished with everything required to not only succeed but to multiply, 
to leave lasting legacies that will last for generations, centuries, and 
forever. Sadly, many live miserable lives without purpose, meaning, or 
impact. Overwhelmed by the challenges of survival, many succumb to 
mediocrity and just barely make it through each day. 

But there are a few rare outliers. Very few people in history have 
made the league of people we can call extraordinary. Both in times past 
and present, there are limited number of men and women we’d term 
legends. In life, business, or ministry, their uncommon greatness is 
what everyone generally alludes to. They push the human race forward. 
And while some may see them as crazy, we see them as geniuses, 
because the people who are crazy enough to think they can change the 
world are the ones who actually do. They are the ones regarded as 
geniuses; their influence is transgenerational. It’s obvious they did more 
than just set a goal; they achieved it. They were inspired and motivated 
to reach beyond what their physical eyes could see. The obstacles and 
challenges they faced became fuel for their creativity. Their wisdom 
exceeded whatever formal education or schooling they had. Their 
impact reached beyond their innate intellect, courage, and physical 
strength. 

 
The simple question that inspired this book was, how do men and 

women become extraordinary in life? It is a befitting question because 
an extraordinary life requires more than mere success. Many people are 
successful today, but deep within, they know something is still missing. 
An extraordinary life is the one that is not only successful but 
significant. People who live extraordinary lives have an enduring legacy, 
so much so that years after they pass away, their impact and purpose 
continues. 

The question of how ordinary people like you (and myself) can 
become extraordinary led me to over six years of research and findings. 

E 
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Applying a qualitative research methodology on secondary data, 
including review of biographies, articles, publications, speeches, and 
audiovisual recordings with data spanning over a hundred years, I was 
able to find the answer. The answer is vision. 

Vision, a mental big picture of the future, propelled these men and 
women from mediocrity to superiority. It stirred them up from 
hopelessness to greatness. I became convinced that what distinguishes 
ordinary individuals from the extraordinary ones is the quality and 
clarity of their vision. People powered by vision are able to operate with 
a big-picture mindset that not only set a desired future in their hearts 
but also informed their daily actions towards creating that future.  

Through this research, I was able to identify the process, principles, 
and practices of vision. Anyone—old, young, male or female—who 
carefully follows this process has a higher chance of becoming truly 
significant in life. These groundbreaking findings present what has 
often been seen as a complex subject in simple concepts and a 
framework that can be understood and applied by anyone. This book 
proves over and over that what our modern world prescribes to help 
you become great only leads to a loop of complexity, confusion, and 
doom. I found that people are not lazy; people dream about greatness, 
but they never fully reach the fulfilment of their dreams because they 
lack an understanding of the process, principles, and practices of vision. 

 
The process of vision is like a flywheel that starts with the power 

disciplined thoughts. Disciplined thoughts produce disciplined 
individuals. And disciplined individuals ultimately produce disciplined 
actions, or what I call extraordinary outcomes. It is disciplined thoughts 
and a focus mindset that results in specialisation and excellence that 
ordinary people only admire but never aspire to. Along with the process 
are various principles and practices of vision. The principles of vision 
include purpose, growth, personal management, focus, and passion. 
And the practices of vision include planning, perseverance, re-visions, 
discipline, build-up, break-through, and strength of character, all of 
which consolidates into a unique mix. As with any life-altering event, it 
all starts from the inside. In private, paradigmatic shifts ultimately bring 
about public manifestations. In the end, people who operate with 
vision create a desired future because their sense of true self informed 
a strong core belief system, which eventually allowed them to embrace 
change and stimulate sustainable progress. 

I am excited for how this book will transform your life; it will do so 
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counterintuitively, by not making you do anything more than you are 
doing (the growth industry includes hacks who bombard and 
overwhelm us with too many clichés and ideas that are not found on 
enduring principles. Indeed, you will find that all you need is first and 
foremost not an action but a shift in perspective: the ability to see with 
your mind’s eye. Welcome to the realms of visionaries. 

 
 
 

Oluwaseun Oyeniran, 
December 1, 2020 
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PART 1 
THE JOURNEY FROM 
ORDINARY TO 
EXTRAORDINARY 

The journey to greatness starts with a mental process of seeing the 
big picture of what you could become as against what you have been 
or what you are right now. That mental process does not first and 
foremost require an action but a change in perception, a paradigm shift, 
the ability to see with your mind’s eye. When you see a bigger, better 
picture, you can commit to a course and pathway in life that sets you 
apart for greatness. When you commit yourself to become more, you 
unlock certain unique gifts that have been strapped inside you. These 
various factors make your results more profound. 

That mental process of seeing the big picture is called vision. And 
vision has a type of energy force field that propels you from mediocrity 
and stagnation into greatness. It is like a flywheel that starts an engine 
that produces disciplined thoughts. Disciplined thoughts produce 
disciplined individuals. And disciplined individuals ultimately produce 
disciplined actions and extraordinary outcomes. 

Empirical evidence shows that what distinguishes ordinary 
individuals from the extraordinary ones is the quality and clarity of their 
vision. 

PRO
O
F



 

 
2 

C H A P T E R  1   

VISION: THE 
DISTINGUISHING FACTOR 

very single person on earth was born to be great. Each life was 
born to impact this world with a unique purpose, as distinct as their 

DNA. The beauty of human nature is such that all we require to not 
only succeed but to leave legacies that will last for centuries, 
generations, and forever, is already in us, like a seed. Despite possessing 
the seed of greatness, sadly, many live miserable lives without purpose, 
meaning, or impact. Overwhelmed by the challenges of survival, many 
succumb to mediocrity and just barely make it through each day. 

But there are rare outliers. Our world has few people in life and 
history who made the league we can call 
extraordinary. Both in times past and 
present, there are limited number of men 
and women who we term as legends. In 
life, career, business, or ministry, people 
allude to their uncommon greatness. We 
are not only talking about greatness in 
terms of wealth or riches. We are talking 
about ordinary individuals who rose from 
obscurity to become uncommonly 
impactful and influential. Not just mere 
influence but trans-generational, long-lasting influence. They are the 
ones who push the human race forward and may be regarded at one 
point or another as crazy. Yet it is those who are crazy enough to think 
they can change the world who actually do change it. 

These extraordinary individuals are regarded as geniuses. It is 
obvious they did more than just goal setting. They broke out of 
obscurity not by the usual external motivations. They appeared to have 
been inspired by something deep within them; something beyond what 
their physical eyes could see. Because of this unusual inspirational 
force, obstacles and challenges before them became fuel for their 
creativity and innovation. They became legends, wiser than whatever 
formal education or schooling they had. They had resounding impacts 

E 

Despite possessing 
the seed of 
greatness, sadly, 
many live 
miserable lives 
without purpose, 
meaning, or 
impact. 
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– one that exceeded their innate intellect, courage, and physical 
strength. 

Studying the greatness of these rare individuals made me 
acknowledge that it is possible for ordinary people to become 

extraordinary. So the question that 
followed was “how can ordinary people 
like myself and you become 
extraordinary?” The deeper thought was: 
“how do men and women become truly 
great in life?” It took me over six years 
extrapolating data as I looked through 
historical records and biography of 
people whose life depicted greatness. I 
looked back to over hundred years till 
date gathering data including articles, 
inaugural speeches, biographical report, 
almanacs and many other secondary 
sources. I subject extrapolated data to 
qualitative scientific research analysis. 
Then I finally found the answer to be 
vision.  

I became quite convinced that what distinguishes ordinary 
individuals from the extraordinary ones is the quality and clarity of their 
vision. People powered by vision not only operate with a big-picture 
mindset that helps them create a desired future but their daily actions 
are purposeful, intentional, authentic, and remarkable. This is so 
because vision involves a mental, private process of deep, resolute 
convictions that results in public manifestations: progressive, 
extraordinary impacts, inspired by big dreams. The force of vision 
produces disciplined thoughts and a focus mindset that result in an 
excellence that ordinary people only admire but never aspire to. 
Extraordinary individuals applied the principles and practices of vision: 
passion, purpose, patience, persistence, perseverance, pro-vision, 
planning, re-visions, focus, discipline, build-up, breakthrough, and 
strength of character, which consolidate into a unique mix. 

This book is not about myself; it is about a systematic study of 
enduring greatness. I must admit that I didn’t invent the principles I 
share in this book, either. They have all been out there in the open, 
from long ago. It just so happens that my gift is in the area of finding 
things out. My passion for empirical truth, data, and finding missing 
links produced this work. As such, I am only presenting what I have 

They are the ones 
that push the 
human race 
forward and have 
been regarded at 
one point or the 
other in their lives 
as crazy. Yet it is 
those who are 
crazy enough to 
think they can 
change the world 
that actually do 
change it. 
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found in over hundred years of historical records and scientific 
research. I believe strongly that if anyone follows the process this book 
carefully lays out, applying the principles and practicing the concepts, 
he or she can become extraordinary in life. This book is an attempt to 
decompose a relatively complex subject into simple and easy to 
understand concepts and frameworks. By so doing, this book presents 
enduring principles and practices that demystifies popular ideas in our 
world today; ideas that claim to make us more productive but are only 
making us more overwhelmed and confused. I am excited for how this 
book will counterintuitively transform your life by not making you do 
anything more than you are already doing. The growth hack industry is 
already getting many bombarded and overwhelmed with too many 
clichés and ideas that are not found on enduring principles. Indeed, you 
will find, as I discovered through research, 
that all you need is first and foremost not 
an action but a shift in perspective, a 
paradigm shift and the ability to see with 
your mind’s eye 

In a world filled with social images, 
consciousness techniques, quick fixes, and 
social Band-Aids that address acute 
problems (and sometimes even appear to 
solve them temporarily, but leave 
underlying chronic problems untouched to 
fester and resurface), it’s a relief to find that we can achieve enduring 
greatness as an intricate component of our integrity, humility, fidelity, 
temperance, courage, justice, patience, industry, simplicity, modesty, 
and the Golden Rule. This book is based on a journey to integrate life 
principles deep within—so that you can experience long-term 
significance and enduring greatness, as against the alternative: mere 
successes that are only short-lived. 

A Personal Journey to Live a Life of Significance 
over Mere Success 

I have four purposes in writing this book. First, it was out of a 
personal quest to find a way to live in the reality of my own purpose 
and reach the fullness of my potential. Like you, I too have pondered 
what I want my life to look like while I’m here and am also curious as 
to what legacy I will live behind. But things have not always been that 

…what 
distinguishes 
ordinary 
individuals from 
the extraordinary 
ones is the quality 
and clarity of their 
vision. 
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clear to me. On Wednesday, December 9, 2009, not knowing what 
exactly to make out of my life, I wrote the following lines in my journal 
while taking a personal reflection break as a student on the school farm: 

 
Although I may not know tomorrow, I have hope that what is in me is greater 

and I will get illumination and clarity. I know I am born for more. What is behind 
me and what I see in front of me today cannot be compared to what is inside of me. 
I have a great destiny. I take courage that I am gifted and endowed and my purpose 
will shine forth as my gift brings me among great men. 

 
What I wrote were just reflections of my heart. Life was difficult at 

that point. Events leading up to that time in my life were not the 
greatest, just as that moment in my life wasn’t the best. I struggled to 
gain admission into the university, and in 2004, when I eventually got 
in, I was offered a course I didn’t primarily apply for.1 It was like my 
destiny and purpose had been crushed. I spent the entire five years of 
school trying to sort my life out. Should I withdraw from school and 
start all over again? Should I surrender to fate? That year, 2009, was my 
final year in the university, and yet I had not figured out what life held 
for an ordinary Nigerian boy who lost his father eight years earlier. 
Although my country returned back to democracy in the late 1990s, the 
impact of many years of military rule lingered. There was still a huge 
risk in the polity based on rising corruption among public officials, 
ethnic clashes, and insecurity. In short, there was little to no hope for 
me at that time. And I believe that situation is relatable to many readers 
today. 

Because there wasn’t much to look forward to outside, I had to start 
looking within. Over the years, I extensively studied the lives of 
extraordinary people and came to the conclusion that despite all odds, 
I have what it takes to become truly great in life. I have always desired 
in my heart to do extraordinary things: impact other people’s life 
positively, bring hope to many, and so on. I realised quickly, though, 
that becoming extraordinary precedes doing extraordinary things. 
Being preceded Doing and Having (Be, Do, Have). I realise that to have 
remarkable outcomes in my life, there had to be an identification of my 
true self, my purpose, and the excellence of my gift. To record 
consistently great accomplishments requires not merely copying the 
lifestyles of extraordinary people but also understanding the enduring 
principles and practices that guide their lives and applying such to 
develop my own unique gifts.  
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So this project quickly became a knowledge exploration and 
academic adventure to probe into the minds, core operations, and 
intrinsic qualities of truly great people. Indeed, the power of vision was 

what I found to reside at the core of every 
great person. I hope you will find true 
purpose and meaning in life, just as I have, 
and that you will discover what you are 
born to do and thereby commit yourself to 
pursuing it with excellence. 

The second inspiration for this book is 
to essentially help people break out of a 
cycle of mediocrity and poverty of the 
mind. During my research, I realised that 
being poor isn’t just an inconvenience. It’s 
a huge factor in how our lives—and our 
children’s lives—turn out. It’s like 
breathing in bad air; the more you’re 
exposed to it, the more it hurts you. And 

this was what I found after carefully reviewing the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s Moving to Opportunity (MTO) 
experiment between 1994 and 1998: 

With the objective of ending poverty, the MTO experiment was 
implemented by the government to determine whether providing low-
income families with assistance by moving them to better 
neighbourhoods could improve their economic and health outcomes. 
As a result, approximately forty-six hundred families living in high-
poverty public housing projects were randomly selected with 
opportunities to break out of poverty. The result? There was no impact 
of the MTO treatments on the earnings of adults and older youth. This 
led researchers to an important conclusion that moving to new 
environments with an old mindset will not produce economic success. 
In particular, by looking at where kids grew up and where the kids’ 
mothers grew up, MTO researchers were further able to identify roots 
of poverty. 2 

Evidence shows that a mother can mitigate effects of growing up in 
a poor neighbourhood. But if the mother also grew up in poverty, then 
she was also exposed to distress and trauma, and children whose 
mothers grew up in poverty perform below average on the IQ test. 
These findings show that you can move from a poor to a rich 
environment, but if you still have a poverty mentality, you’ll remain 
poor and pass that poverty on to your children. In addition, adverse 

Just as I have 
found, I hope you 
will find true 
purpose and 
meaning in life, 
and that you will 
discover what you 
are born to do and 
thereby commit 
yourself to 
pursuing it with 
excellence. 
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childhood experiences—like abuse, family dysfunction, violence, and 
neglect—can have long-term health effects, both physical and mental.3   

Poverty is not a function of lack of opportunity; it primarily comes 
from not understanding one’s life purpose and misunderstanding the 
gifts, talents, and potential to fulfil that purpose. Once mentally locked 
in poverty, a problem arises where most people have no vision beyond 
their current reality. Discouraging situations passed on from birth can 
block one’s mind’s eye, resulting in loss of visions, dreams, and 
aspirations. Many people today are overwhelmed by life’s challenges 
and seek to not only make progress but to live a life of significance and 
legacy. 

I felt the urgent need to write this book in order to help people 
break out of their mental incarceration. I was encouraged to write a 
book to help people create a bigger plan 
for their lives, identify what gifts they 
carry, and ultimately break out of 
whatever poverty they are living in and 
that has been passed on to them from 
previous generations. The power of 
vision can help break generational curses. 
The power of vision creates a force that 
propels you out of obscurity and 
mediocrity into your greatness. 

The third push for this book came 
from a report by Thomas C. Corley in 
Business Insider on September 8, 2018. 
After spending five years studying 
hundreds of millionaires (including 
interviewing 233 wealthy individuals and 
177 self-made millionaires)4  and 128 poor 
individuals, Thomas, author of Rich Habits: The Daily Success Habits 
of Wealthy Individuals, found that there were three predominant paths 
rich people pursued in order to accumulate their wealth: “saver-
investors,” “virtuosos,” and “dreamers.”  

 

Poverty is not a 
function of lack of 
opportunity. 
Poverty primarily 
comes due to lack 
of understanding 
of one’s life vision 
and purpose and a 
misunderstanding 
of the gifts, talents, 
and potential to 
fulfil those 
purposes and 
visions. 
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Thomas’s study concluded that the dreamers were by far the 
wealthiest group. He found that dreamers pursued some big dream and 
were able to turn that dream into a reality. Their dreams eventually 
provided them with an enormous amount of income, profit, or gain, 
and they accumulated an average of $7.4 million in about twelve years. 
While my aim for this book is not only about money (as it appears great 
people featured on Nobel Peace Prize list than on Forbes list of the 

wealthy), evidence suggests that being 
vision oriented does truly pay. That’s 
why getting your own unique vision 
should become a top priority. True, the 
discussion of wealth is important. What’s 
more important, though, is how you too 
can capture your own dream and bring it 
to reality, together with all the benefits 
that it offers beyond material riches. 

The fourth and perhaps more 
pressing purpose for this book about the 
power of vision is that we are in a global 
health and economic crisis. This book 
will allow people pursue their vision as 
the world recovers from COVID-19. No 
other time is more appropriate to inspire 

us to dream again and become better. Everyday people can be 
reinvigorated back to life out of a global pandemic by the power of 
vision.  

Overcoming Crises by the Power of Vision 

As I write this in April 2020, we are in the middle of COVID-19, 
the novel Coronavirus outbreak. In human history, this is by far one of 
the most tragic health outbreaks. I am not exaggerating. Take a look at 
the numbers: as of April 16, 2020, the number of confirmed infected 
people was more than 2 million, with 135,662 deaths recorded in the 
United States. On April 14, 2020, the United States witnessed the 
highest single-day death toll of 2,129.5  These are indeed unprecedented 
times. 

The Coronavirus pandemic is clearly having a major social impact, 
marked by mass unemployment, separation of families, isolation, social 
distancing, and various other changes in how we live. Major 

True, the 
discussion of 
wealth is important. 
What’s more 
important, though, 
is how you too can 
capture your own 
dream and bring it 
to reality, together 
with all the benefits 
that it offers beyond 
material riches. 
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psychological risks such as anxiety, depression, and self-harm are 
expected to increase. The global crisis has caused the world economy 
to crumble. Although cash flow concerns are high, what is more 
alarming is the productivity slump that has hit businesses, causing long-
term impacts. According to a recent study, almost three in five (57%) 
leaders globally cited the negative impact on productivity as a top 
concern amidst the crisis.6  

The coronavirus pandemic has brought great challenges to 
humanity, if not the greatest challenge of all time. It has caused 
problems in our personal lives, our families, our organisations, and all 
nations. These problems are not only of a new order of magnitude, they 
are altogether different. 

While most are looking forward to the end of the crisis, many 
people have nothing to look forward to, as the pandemic appears to 
have carried away everything they had, including family, property, and 
money. Already at the brink of collapse, many are worried about their 
circumstances and what will become of their lives, finances, and future. 
Fear creeps in. People begin to doubt their potential and capabilities. 
As a result, they begin to experience emotional, mental, and physical 
exhaustion. The despair is palpable, and the mental struggle becomes 
real.  

Worry follows, which depletes constructive emotions and has a 
sneaky way of stopping short of giving you all the facts. Fear and worry 
are trickery of mentally filtered negative facts, and they make bold 
declarations that tricks are facts. But facts are not the same as truth. 
Quite frankly, if you contemplate the total sum of recent pains and 

suffering long enough, it can drive you 
mad. But truth still prevails, and you can 
still thrive in spite of all that has happened. 
I want to reassure you; you will make it. In 
the course of my research, over and over 
again, I have seen how vision was the key 
that liberated many souls from the 
minefields of worry and disaster, out into 
the clear air of mental sunshine. In the face 

of a great pandemic or some other crisis, your vision can become your 
only source of hope because it holds the key to the future.  

The end of this crisis will definitely come; difficult situations such 
as this don’t last forever. But few people are preparing for the new 
beginning that will emerge. The end of a crisis is the opportunity to 
begin again, to dream, to dream bigger, to do better, and to lead your 

Worry…depletes 
constructive 
emotions and has 
a sneaky way of 
stopping short of 
giving you all the 
facts. 
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life in a direction that creates deeper meaning not only for yourself but 
also for others around you. Humans are endowed with the gift of 
creative visualisation and imagination, a unique ability to see things not 
only as they are but also how they should be. We have a special ability 
to use faith to evolve our facts and to establish new realities for 
ourselves. And this book will help you do just that as you read along. 

The year 2020 has left an indelible impact on humanity. Whenever 
this book is being read, a recollection of 2020 draws on the pains of a 
global health crisis and a pandemic that has wreaked havoc on us. But 
it has also witnessed the best of humanity, as people rise in support of 
one another. As people recall terrible moments in history, we need to 
come into the full awareness of residual effects of pandemic and 
position ourselves to be instruments of hope. In this time of long-range 
uncertainty, we must learn to dream again. We must face the facts of 
the day with unwavering faith and belief in our vision of a better future. 
Confronting facts with resolute faith and action can be a great 
combination for personal, professional, and national progress. It’s time 
to build ourselves individually and regain our confidence because the 
bedrock of economic and mental health is self-development. And at 
the core of any self-development effort is a mental big picture of a 
better future that surpasses the current reality. 

Dreaming and beginning again requires the courage to start more 
intelligently and to use our gifts and talents innovatively to achieve 
better results. It is time to gain momentum and move forward towards 
destiny, with passion and power. Human beings have always figured 
out how to make things work. The lives of extraordinary people are 
marked with numerous challenges; as they overcame them, they kick-
started a new era of innovation. Indeed, their triumph over difficult 
times transitioned them into greatness. Despite the growing challenges 
around them, great men and women developed the courage to 
participate in grand endeavours that changed the course of history. 
They brought new zeal to problems, and with daily hard work and the 
right attitude, they produced a better reality.  

Although it may not be perfectly comparable to a tsunami or a 
global pandemic, World War II wreaked major havoc on Japan between 
1939 and 1945. The Japanese escalated the war in 1941 with a raid on 
the US naval base at Pearl Harbor. Japan eventually lost the war after a 
series of American aerial raids, including the only times atomic bombs 
were used, on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. By the 
end of the war in 1945, hundreds of thousands of people had died, 
devastation disrupted millions of lives, and the country’s economy 
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collapsed.  
In that same 1945, Masaru Ibuka did not have a specific idea of 

exactly what he wanted to do, other than a 
vague intention to creation of consumer 
products by applying technological 
advances; he built what we know today as 
Sony out of the ruins of a defeated and 
devastated postwar Japan. Ibuka rented an 
abandoned telephone operator’s room in 
the hollow remnants of a bombed-out old 
department store in downtown Tokyo. 
With seven employees and sixteen 
hundred dollars of personal savings, he 
began working. Ibuka’s product 
development struggled, with a failed rice 

cooker and a failed tape recorder; he managed to stay alive selling crude 
heating pads and then a hodgepodge of products on contract for Japan 
Broadcasting Corp., such as voltmeters and studio control consoles. 
Then in 1955, the first hit, the breakthrough, a pocket radio developed 
with transistors.  

Long before the 1955 pocket radio hit, on May 7, 1946, shortly after 
moving to Tokyo, Ibuka created a prospectus where he documented 
the vision for his company; it included the following:7 

 
If it were possible to establish conditions where persons could become united with 

a firm spirit of teamwork and exercise to their heart’s desire their technological 
capacity … then such an organisation could bring untold pleasure and tremendous 
results, regardless of the meagerness of its facilities or the limited number of employees. 
The end of the war brought us closer to realize this dream. 

 
To many, the pandemic and indeed year 2020 appear like a solitary 

confinement – we can’t move or do all we desire to. Who was locked 
up for so long and still achieved great things in life? Nelson Mandela. 
He was imprisoned for twenty-seven years. In confinement in a dark 
room no bigger than a closet, his inner light bulb came on. It was in 
prison that his approach towards the struggle changed, as he began to 
envision a more inclusive South Africa not divided by race or colour. 
It was in the dark moments of prison that he realised the armed struggle 
was not going to work, but a nonviolent approach would be more 
sustainable. After Mandela was finally released in 1994, rather than 
relieve the pains of prison time, his first speech about the future gave 

Dreaming and 
beginning again 
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courage to start 
more intelligently 
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gifts and talents 
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achieve better 
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hope. He didn’t seek revenge; rather, he sought reconciliation of all 
factions in South Africa. He preached peace, democracy, and freedom 
that both whites (who until then branded him as a terrorist) and blacks 
(who felt marginalised) started to believe in one South Africa.  

In the face of crisis, in dark and precarious times, you can rise again, 
being propelled by your visions and dreams. As long as you can hold 
on to your vision, you have a higher probability of breaking out of 
obscurity and overcoming dejection. Crisis and difficult situations 
cause some people to break down, others to break through. Today, the 
call is on us to kick-start a new season of innovation and creativity. 
Embrace the new opportunities on the horizon. 

It is a golden opportunity for us to start this new era together and 
to navigate towards our inner potential, as we create a new, innovative 
path. We must not waste it. It is time for us to build not just mere 
success but significance and legacy.  

There is no better time to present a book that will give people an 
expectation of something more than current realities. In your hand is a 
tool to help you break out of whatever loss of hope and life you are 
experiencing.  

The ability to live in the reality of your true vision is not just fantasy; 
it is indeed real life. For true visionaries, their dreamland is their real 
land. A powerful vision can help you create a desired destiny as well as 
propel you out of whatever physical or mental doldrums you’re in, as it 
opens your mind’s eye to an exciting future ahead of you.  

With the force of vision, you can see your glorious destiny; starting 
with the paradigm shift, vision appropriately empowers you to take 
actions that will first and foremost align you with your purpose and 
eventually bring you into greatness through your gifts. Living in 

harmony with the principles and practices 
of vision brings focus, discipline, and 
strength of character, which are critical 
prerequisites for anyone to thrive today. 
To revive your businesses, rekindle your 
passion, create new products and services, 
and keep moving forward requires an 

internal consistency that only comes when you live your unique 
purpose, powered by a distinct vision. 

 
**** 

The power of vision transforms ordinary individuals into 
extraordinary ones, causing them to live beyond mere success towards 

The ability to live 
in the reality of 
your true vision is 
not just fantasy; it 
is indeed real life. 
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significance and life-surpassing legacies. The power of vision helps you 
gain focus on what matters in life, even as 
it strengthens your certainty in the ability 
to make decisions confidently and quickly. 
The reason is because vision gives you 
values and principles that guide your life. 
The force of vision provides strength of 
character, the ability to live out your 
convictions, no matter what the crowd is 
doing. When you have strength of 
character, you can be gentle and humble 
because you can organise your thoughts 
and present them in a focused and 
consistent way. This book is relevant in 
our modern times due to the numerous 
alternative predispositions that can sway us 
from our true life’s purpose. Never before 
in the history of humanity have there been 
so many distractions. The sad part is that 
many people who are honestly searching for true meaning in life have 
been snared in the “success hack” industry – the idea of cutting success 
journey short in a rather rough way, often without long-term aim or 
consideration for enduring greatness. 

 
  

To revive your 
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AAfftteerr eexxaammiinniinngg aann iimmmmeennssee ttrroovvee 
ooff  ddaattaa,, iinncclluuddiinngg aarrttiicclleess,, iinnaauugguurraall 
ssppeeeecchheess,, bbiiooggrraapphhiiccaall rreeppoorrttss,, 
hhiissttoorriiccaall rreeccoorrddss,, aauuttoobbiiooggrraapphhiieess,, 
aanndd aallmmaannaaccss,, OOlluuwwaasseeuunn OOyyeenniirraann 
eexxpplloorreess hhooww aannyyoonnee ccaann bbeeccoommee 
eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy iinn lliiffee..

WWiitthh mmaannyy ffeeeelliinngg tthhaatt tthheeiirr lliiffee 
llaacckkss ppuurrppoossee aanndd ppaassssiioonn,, tthhiiss iiss aa 
ccrriittiiccaall bbooookk aatt aa ccrriittiiccaall ttiimmee.. LLeeaarrnn 
hhooww ttoo::

**ccrreeaattee aa vviissiioonn tthhaatt pprrooppeellss yyoouu 
ffoorrwwaarrdd dduurriinngg cchhaalllleennggiinngg ttiimmeess;;
**ooppeerraattee wwiitthh aa bbiigg--ppiiccttuurree mmiinnddsseett 
tthhaatt iinnffoorrmmss ddaaiillyy hhaabbiittss;;
**ttrriiuummpphh ddeessppiittee nnaayyssaayyeerrss aanndd 
nneeggaattiivvee eexxtteerrnnaall ffoorrcceess..

TThhee aauutthhoorr hhiigghhlliigghhttss eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy 
iinnddiivviidduuaallss ffrroomm tthhrroouugghhoouutt hhiissttoorryy 
tthhaatt hhaadd aa vviissiioonn tthhaatt ppuusshheedd tthheemm 
ffoorrwwaarrdd.. HHee wwaallkkss yyoouu tthhrroouugghh hhooww 
ttoo ddeeffiinnee yyoouurr vviissiioonn,, hhooww hhaavviinngg aa 
vviissiioonn ccaann ssiimmpplliiffyy lliiffee,, aanndd tthhee 
bbeenneeffiittss ooff  ddrreeaammiinngg bbiigg..

IItt ddooeessnn''tt mmaatttteerr wwhheerree yyoouu ccaammee 
ffrroomm,, wwhheerree yyoouu wweenntt ttoo sscchhooooll,, oorr 
wwhhaatt yyoouu''vvee bbeeeenn ttoolldd iinn tthhee ppaasstt:: 
YYoouu ccaann ffiinndd ppuurrppoossee,, ppaassssiioonn,, aanndd 
bbeeccoommee ttrruullyy ggrreeaatt bbyy lleeaarrnniinngg tthhee 
lleessssoonnss iinn TThhee PPoowweerr ooff  VViissiioonn..

WWHHAATT DDOOEESS IITT TTAAKKEE 
TTOO BBEECCOOMMEE TTRRUULLYY 
EEXXTTRRAAOORRDDIINNAARRYY??

THE POWER
OF

VISION

TThhiiss bbooookk wwiillll nnoott oonnllyy mmaakkee yyoouu sseeee tthhee iinnvviissiibbllee,,

 iitt wwiillll ccaauussee yyoouu ttoo ddoo tthhee iimmppoossssiibbllee

PPRR IINNCCIIPPLLEESS AANNDD PPRRAACCTTIICCEESS TTOO
HHEELLPP YYOOUU  BBEECCOOMMEE EEXXTTRRAAOORRDDIINNAARRYY

OOLLUUWWAASSEEUUNN OOYYEENNIIRRAANN

""IInnssiigghhttffuull,, eennggaaggiinngg,, aanndd wweellll--ddeevveellooppeedd,, TThhee PPoowweerr ooff  VViissiioonn 
ooffffeerrss rreeaaddeerrss pprraaccttiiccaall aaddvviiccee ffoorr mmaakkiinngg tthheeiirr lliivveess aanndd wwoorrkk 
eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy.."" --WWeessttBBooww PPrreessss EEddiittoorriiaall 

""TThhiiss bbooookk ddooeess nnoott oonnllyy tteellll yyoouu wwhhaatt aa vviissiioonn iiss aanndd hhooww ttoo 
ffuullffiill iitt bbuutt iitt ccaarreeffuullllyy gguuiiddeess yyoouu tthhrroouugghh ffuullffiilllliinngg iitt.. IItt 
ccoommmmuunniiccaatteess hhiigghh--lleevveell ccoonncceeppttss iinn ddoowwnn--ttoo--eeaarrtthh tteerrmmss tthhaatt 
aannyyoonnee ccoouulldd ffoollllooww.."" --DDrr.. EEddeemm EErrnneesstt EEddiiffoorr,, MMaanncchheesstteerr 
MMeettrrooppoolliittaann UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, UUKK

""TThhiiss iiss aa bbooookk ttoo rreeaadd,, oowwnn,, aanndd sshhaarree wwiitthh eevveerryyoonnee iinn aanndd 
aarroouunndd oouurr nneettwwoorrkk.. II ddoonn''tt tthhiinnkk tthheerree''ss aannyyoonnee wwhhoo wwoouullddnn''tt 
bbeenneeffiitt ffrroomm rreeaaddiinngg tthhiiss bbooookk..”” --AAyyooddeejjii AAddeerriibbiiggbbee,, PPuurrdduuee 
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, UUSSAA

““YYoouu ccaannnnoott bbuutt rreeaadd TThhee PPoowweerr ooff  VViissiioonn.. IItt wwiillll ttaakkee yyoouu ffrroomm 
wwhheerree yyoouu aarree ttoo wwhheerree yyoouu oouugghhtt ttoo bbee.. IItt wwiillll ttaakkee yyoouu ffrroomm 
lliivviinngg aa mmeeddiiooccrree lliivvee ttoo lliivviinngg aann eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy lliiffee.. IItt wwiillll ccaauussee 
yyoouu ttoo jjoouurrnneeyy ffrroomm aa mmeeaanniinngglleessss eexxiisstteennccee ttoo aa lliiffee ooff  wwoorrtthh 
aanndd vvaalluuee.. TThhiiss bbooookk wwiillll ttrraannssffoorrmm yyoouurr lliiffee..”” --DDrr SSaammuueell 
EEkkuunnddaayyoo,, TThhee PPuurrppoossee PPrreeaacchheerr,, AAuucckkllaanndd,, NNeeww ZZeeaallaanndd

““TThheessee wwoorrddss ooff  wwiissddoomm cchhaalllleennggeess uuss ““nnoott ttoo ssuuccccuummbb ttoo 
mmeeddiiooccrriittyy,, aanndd tthhaatt wwee aarree mmoorree tthhaann oorrddiinnaarryy,, bbeeccaauussee wwee aarree 
eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy bbeeiinngg.. LLoovviinngg tthhee ffaacctt aallssoo tthhaatt tthhiiss bbooookk nnoott oonnllyy 
ssppeeaakkss ttoo tthhee yyoouunngg,, bbuutt iitt ssppeeaakkss ttoo eevveerryyoonnee.. TThhee PPoowweerr ooff  
VViissoonn eennccoouurraaggeess,, iinnssppiirreess,, rraaiisseess oonnee''ss ssppiirriitt aanndd iitt iiss pprraaccttiiccaall 
aanndd rreeaalliissttiicc..”” -- JJaanneett WWiilllliiaammss--EEddwwaarrddss,,RReevviivvaallttiimmee 
TTaabbeerrnnaaccllee,, CCaannaaddaa

PPRRAAIISSEESS FFOORR

TTHHEE PPOOWWEERR OOFF VVIISSIIOONN

OOlluuwwaasseeuunn OOyyeenniirraann iiss aa ssttuuddeenntt 
aanndd tteeaacchheerr ooff  eenndduurriinngg ggrreeaattnneessss.. 
HHee iiss aann aauutthhoorr,, vviissiioonnaarryy,, 
rreesseeaarrcchheerr,, ddaattaa eenntthhuussiiaasstt,, aanndd 
ffoouunnddeerr ooff  OOyyEESS EEdduuccaattiioonn,, aa 
tteeaacchhiinngg aanndd lleeaarrnniinngg ppllaattffoorrmm ffoorr 
ffaacciilliittaattiinngg iinnddiivviidduuaall aanndd 
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall eeffffeeccttiivveenneessss.. IInn 22001100,, 
hhee wwoonn tthhee UUnniitteedd KKiinnggddoomm,, HHuullll 
UUnniivveerrssiittyy BBuussiinneessss SScchhooooll ““GGooiinngg 
GGlloobbaall”” AAwwaarrdd ffoorr hhiiss eessssaayy:: 
RReessppoonnssiibbllee LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp ffoorr aa 
CCoommpplleexx WWoorrlldd.. HHee iiss ccuurrrreennttllyy aa 
PPhh..DD.. sscchhoollaarr iinn lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp aatt 
RReeggeenntt UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, UUSSAA.. HHee iiss 
ppaassssiioonnaattee aabboouutt hheellppiinngg ppeeooppllee 
rreeaacchh tthheeiirr ffuullll ppootteennttiiaall.. HHee iiss oonn 
ssoocciiaall mmeeddiiaa @@sseeuunnooyyeenniirraann
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